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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the amendment filed August 16, 2004. 

2. Claims 1-22 remain pending. 

Response to Amendments 

3. Per Applicants' request, claims 1, 10, 21 and 22 have been amended. 

Response to Argument(s) 

4. In response to Applicants' argument that claims 19 and 20 have not been 
addressed in the previous Office action, these claims are thus considered in 
paragraphs 11 and 13 of this Office action. 

5. In view of Applicants 5 arguments that the identified features in claims 6, 7, 15 
and 16 do have support in the written disclosure, the rejection of these claims under 
35 U.S.C § 112, first paragraph is hereby withdrawn. 

6. In view of Applicants' amendments to claims 1 and 21 to point out that the 
software package preparation is capable of being based on features (i), (ii) and (iii), 
instead of being based on at least one of these three features, the rejection of these 
claims under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph is hereby withdrawn. 

7. Rejection of claims 1-4, 8-13, 17, 18, 21 and 22 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b): 
a. Applicants' argument: 

"Applicants assert that it is not clear what reference AAPA refers 
to in the Office action. Further, as indicated above, claims 1, 10, 21 and 
22 have been amended to recite that the software package preparation 
and customization is capable of being based on: (i) policy data indicating 
which of the one or more regions are candidates for receiving the 
software package; (ii) dependency information indicating requisites for a 
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service provided by the software package; and (iii) configuration 
information for each of the candidate regions. Applicants assert that 
independent claims 1, 10, 21 and 22 are patentable for at least these 
reasons." 

Examiner's response: 

AAPA, i.e., Applicants' admitted prior art, refers to Figure 1 and 
associated discussion at pages 1-2 of Applicants' written disclosure. See 
Office action, paragraph 10. 

For the preparation of the software package, policy data and 
configuration information have to be considered because of the plurality 
of distribution targets and dependency information has to be considered 
because of different software updates. These claimed features are 
expressly or implicitly anticipated by features shown in Figure 1 and 
associated discussion in Applicants' background of the invention. 

b. Applicants' argument: 

"Applicants assert that dependent claims 2-4, 8, 9, 11-13, 17 and 18 are 
patentable for at least the reasons independent claims 1 and 10, from which . 
claims 2-4, 8, 9, 11-13, 17 and 18 depend, are patentable. Further, Applicants 
assert that dependent claims 2-4, 8, 9, 11-13, 17 and 18 recite patentable subject 
matter in their own right." 

Examiner's response: 

Qaims 2-4, 8, 9, 11-13, 17 and 18 are not patentable because they 
depend from base claims 1 and 10, which are anticipated by AAPA. 
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Furthermore, features recited in claims are also anticipated by AAPA See 
Office action, paragraph 10. 

8. Rejection of claims 5 and 14 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a): 

Applicants' arguments: 

"Applicants assert that such claims are patentable for at least the reasons 
that independent claims 1 and 10, from which claims 5 and 14 depend, are 
patentable. Further, Applicants assert that dependent claims 5 and 14 recite 
patentable subject matter in their own right." 

Examiner's response: 

Gaims 5 and 14 are not patentable because they depend from base 
claims 1 and 10, which are anticipated by AAPA Furthermore, features recited 
in these claims are unpatentable over AAPA in view of Gendron. See Office 
action, paragraph 11. 

9. In view of the foregoing discussion, the Examiner maintains that the rejections 
are proper and thus repeated hereinafter for Applicants' convenience. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 
§102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

11. Claims 1-4, 8-9, 10-13, 17-18, 19, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(b) as being anticipated by Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (AAPA). 

Claims 1, 10, 21 and 22 

The AAPA discloses at least: 

preparing a base sc^hww wherein the 

scfkmw package preparation is capable cf being based orv (i) policy data indimting vhuh of the one 
or more regions aye candidates for reoeuung the software package, (ii) dependency irfonmtim 
indicating requisites for a seruce prodded by the software package, and (Hi) configuration information 
for each cf the mndidate regions (see at least Figure 1, step 1 and related discussion in the 
specification); 

distributing the base scfhwre package to ead? 
distributed netwyrk (see at least Figure 1, step 5 and related discussion in the 
specification); 

customizing the base sqfhwre package readied at each cf the candidate regions, 
whemntbesqfhm^ customization is capable qfbeingbasedon: (i) regional distribution 

policies, (ii) dependency irfomntim in 
that region, and (Hi) individual target machine corfigwation irforntttion (see at least Figure 1, 
step 6 and related discussion in the specification); and 

dktributingthe s(f^^ candidate regions to at 

least one cf the target machines in the candidate regpns cf the distributed network (see at least 
Figure 1, step 6 and related discussion in the specification). 
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Claims 2 and 11 

Since the Office's interpretation of claim 1 does not give weight to the 
limitation (ii) because of how the claim is being written (see section 8 above), the art 
rejection of features of claims 2 and similar claim 11 is not considered. 
However, it is noted that although AAPA does not specifically disclose itherein the 
dependency irfbrrnatkn indicating requisites for a serdce prodded by the sqfhwwpacka& comprises 
at least one (fa pne-yequisite, an ex-requisite and a co-requisite associated wth installation cf the 
scftunrepackagona target madrme, these features are deemed to be inherent in AAPA as 
shown in Figure 1, steps 1, 2, 3 and item 16, and related discussion in the 
specification. 

Claims 3 and 12 

Since the Office's interpretation of claim 1 does not give weight to the 
limitation (ii) because of how the claim is being written (see section 8 above), the art 
rejection of features of claims 3 and similar claim 12 is not considered. 
Furthermore, assuming arguendo, that these features are being given weight, it is noted 
that although AAPA does not specifically disclose iJihereiri doe dependency irfornutim 
indicating requisites for a ser^ prodded by tfe 

multifield tree, this feature is deemed to be inherent in AAPA as shown in Figure 1, 
steps 1, 2, 3 and item 16, and related discussion in the specification. 
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Claims 4 and 13 

Since the Office's interpretation of claim 1 does not give weight to the 
limitation (ii) because of how the claim is being written (see section 8 above), the art 
rejection of features of claims 4 and similar claim 13 is not considered. 
Furthermore, assuming arguendo, that these features are being given weight, it is noted 
that although AAPA does not specifically disclose vtherein one or more (f leaves cfthe tree 
represent one or more scftwwe components, this feature is deemed to be inherent in AAPA as 
shown in Figure 1, steps 1, 2, 3 and item 16 and related discussion in the specification. 

Claims 8 and 17 

AAPA further discloses the step cf rmmtaimng a policy repository irdicatmg steps needed 
to construct distributable component packages for different, vegans ard different end user endronments 
(see at least Figure 1, step 3 and item 16; and related discussion in the specification). 

Claims 9 and 18 

AAPA further discloses vtherein the irdzudual target rmchine ayrfiguratkn irformztion 
wed to customize the base scfimtre package received at a candidate region is one of stored prior to use 
ard determined at the time cf use (see at least Figure 1, step 2 and related discussion in the 
specification). 

Claim 19 

AAPA further discloses one or more repositories for storing the policy data indicating 
libido cfthe one or more regions are candidates for recriting the scfwire package the dependency 
irforrmtion indicating requisites for a serua prodded by doe scfbwtre package and the cotfgwation 
irfcmrntion for each cf the candidate regions (see at least Figure 1, item 16 and related 
discussion in the specification). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of the 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences 
between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such 
that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the mariner in 
which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 5, 14 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over AAPA as applied to the base claims, in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,484,247 to 
Gendron et al. ("Gendron"). 

Claims 5 and 14 

AAPA does not specifically disclose vherem the one or more roles performed by the 
target rrudrim in a report comprise a client vole, a serwr Tide and a standalone rde. However, 
Gendron discloses a network that can contain any combination of client and server 
systems and the nodes inside this network can be standalone systems (5:59 - 6:8) for 
the purpose of improving the installation of software installation in a network system. 
It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine this feature with AAPA for the purpose set forth 
above. 



it- 
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Claim 20 

AAPA further discloses one or more repositories for storing the regional dktribution 
policies, the dependmy irformatimsp in 
the region server, and the indiudml target midline awfigwation irfomution (see at least Figure 
1, item 16 and related discussion in the specification). 



Conclusion 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the Examiner should be directed to Hoang- Vu A Nguyen-Ba whose telephone 
number is(571) 272-3701. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday, 
6:00-16:30. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's Supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached at (571) 272-3695. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application maybe obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications maybe obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/ / pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBQ at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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